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1_. HISTORY OF FLIGHT

Major Falle departed McChord Air Force Base, Washington.at 1817 GMT
(1017 PST), 22 April 1969, in an F-106A, S,/ 59-0148, call:sign Lima

. Kilo. One Seven, to conduct a radar training missi. n in the Pasco Inter-
“cept Training Area (ITA). Upon departure of the intercept Training Area,
LK I7 and" LK 09 joined formation to permit LK 09 to fire his W‘éapon .
_'System Evaluators. LK 09 led the formation back to McChord AF.B

'I‘he climbout Irom the Pasco Intercept T raining: Area. cruise and desce it
tothe’McChord drea were normal. The flight descended thx-ough seve
ud layers. The flight encountered a thin.layer at 25,.000: feet. 8. 58C0
la.yer between. 20,000 and 16, 000 feet, and the:final. layer fromn:
to 1100,feet, - There were. higher cloud tops over the hills uth.o 'Mc
) bility between layers was generally good:- As the:ifl 1
Chord LK 09 determined that he. had msufhcxent fuel rema nin 110

dmg 3'O_degraaa'and descendmg to 800“ iiif

'én aaucd inatruction for a rxght turn o’ 300' €

around "ehmd you. " LK 09 acknowledgéd an
ven a- ha_ndofi to the PAR controller. ;
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At 1933:30 GMT the AR-3 controller transmitted, '"Lima Kilo One Seven,
MecChord Appreoach Control, squawk zero four zero zero-and ident", to’
which LK acknowledged. LK 17 was then advised to maintain VFR and
expect further clearance in just a moment. At 1934:10 GMT LK 17 was
turned to a heading of 160 degrees and instructed to climb and ma,mtam
3000 feet. LK 17 acknowledged. Seventeen seconds later LK'17 was
instructed, "Contict McChord Approach on three eight eight- pomt two
nowt. LK 17 acknowledged. Starting at 1934:47 GMT, separate calls
from LK 17 to McChord Approach Control were recorded. 6n the PAR-2
‘tape on an unknown RAPCON frequency, All four calls were the same:
"McChord Approach Control, Lima Kilo One Seven'. The transmissions
were not heard by any controlling agency. At 1935:55 GMT, twelve »
seconds after the last of the previously mentioned four tran&m dgions ma.de'
.- by LK 17, the AR-3 controller called, 'Lima Kilo One.Sgvei, turn right: =
- heading one eight zero, maintain three thousand.' "LK 17 a.cknowledged ‘the -
- call:with "'One Seven, Roger, right one eight zero' on Approach Control-
-Ixaquency 323.2, a frequency assigned to Air Force 025 (C-14])... LK~ 17 _
~was-aggigned to preset channel 19 (388.2) but he transmitted on preeat cha.n
nel 20 (323,2). Sixteen seconds after LK 17 acknowledged the 180 Legree
. heading change AF 025 atarted on a precision approach Ag Air ‘Force, '

"controller. At 1936 40 GMT the AR-3 controller called, ”Luna K-xl 'One '
“Seven, verify full stop", but received no answer. At 1936:50-GMT,’ LK 17'-_
-was again called to verify a full stop landing with no response.. . Followmg
_""thls call the AR-3 controller commented on the interphone, "Wcl_ :
- wonder I'haven't got 'em here." Another call to verify a full atop land""""
“was made at 1936:55 GMT with no response from LK 17. At-1937:08 GMT”
the. AR-3 controller called, "Lima Kilo One Seven, McGhord. Appronch.

‘. aquawk ident", No response was received from LK 17. Following. that
.tr_ansmiseion the’ following interphone comment was recorded. . ""What-the -
helt. -irequéncy was he on anyway? I'm on two. {Indicating number two
’lection. Irequency 290.9) Oh, for God's sake. Well, s' a.l,l Ican do',
937: 20 GM'I‘ the AR-3 controller made hxs Ixrst transmxssmn on. Guard

g point tWO now'. No response was recorded on any approach contrql ;
juéncy or the PAR recording.

37"‘;40 GMT the AR-3 controller transmitted, "Lima Kilo One Seven,
hord Approach on Guard, turn right heading three zero zero, ma.,m-
t'—MNo responsewas received— At
1me the AR 3 «controller advised the watch supervisor that he hed a L
10 Fadio and that he, the AR-3 controller, didn't know vihat frequency S
K17 was on and that LK 17 was at 3000 feet and heading intc the hills,
CAY 1938:05 GMT the AR-3 controller transmitted; "Lima Kilo One Séeven,
McChoid: ‘Approach, if you hear me, make an immediate right turn,
“heading three zero zero, maintain three thousand, over". No response
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was received. Ten seconds later on the interphone the: AR-~3 controll
stated, "Yah, I'm hittin' him on everything we've got. Hitihim on.th
ee hundred, climb immediately to five,'" At 1938:30.-GMT, a call’
';_bn the TVOR, "Lima Kilo One Seven, turn right heading three ze-o
“zero, climb immediately to and maintain five thousand". ‘A tran
arting at the same time, "McChord Approach Control i
Seven'''was recorded on 237.5 but not heard by any RAPG g
At 1938:32 GMT another call was made on Guard directing an immediate .
right turn to 300 degrees and to climb and maintain 500 A
with no reply. A second attempt by LK 17 to contact McCho
Sontrol was recorded on 237.5 at 1938:38 GMT. ‘This was ¢
ssion recorded from LK 17. McChord Approach Gontrol i
ransmission on-323.2 and Seattle Center made one fia

ircraft impacted at the 3000-foot level of high terrain
al/23 nautical miles from McChord AFB TACAN at {
ot:was fatally injured and the aircraft totally desty
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