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0845 PST for a 1000 PST departure

Paragraph 1la, AF Form 711

HISTORY OF FLIGHT

On the morning of 26 Novémbei 1972
of the 87 Fighter Interceptor Squadron eparte p
Air Force Base California, for a return tr

Guard Base, Colorado

parts delivery mission to Hamilton “Th L
Captain David Kolodzinski, accomplished the
obtained the weather briefing, ‘and filed-
The~

‘Michaol D. Burmeister in aizcraft #89»089
had externul toanks and n tull 1ond of’ Iue

parking lot, where he met Captain Michael Burmeisteriap
Approximately 0900 as they had agreedito doi.the night .-
before. Although Capt Burmeister had: already received a-
weather briefing by telephone, the two discusged. the weather :
at Hamilton and Buckley in detail They then: checked'qnt
of the BOQ and picked up Captain Manly Ray,:who: uccompgnied»
them to their.aircraft. While driving to the. flight:
Capt Kolodzinski gave Capt Burmeister a duplicate-
70
He

depqrture consisted of n right turnout to-010. degreos
intdrcept the 340 degrees radial of the Hamilton: TAQAN
" They would use the LINDEN: transition’ to LINDEN: and. thhn .1t
WasS 'J-84 all the way:to Buckley. Capt: Kolodzinski then
stated that he would go ahead and. lead.and:Capt.. Burmeister
could plan the noxt leg. The. pilots then arrived at their
'airjraft and londed Capt Burmeister's" luggage in hig air-
“craft. Captain Ray then drove to’ Transient Services and
infdrmod them the pllots were at their nirc $ 4

. 'While waiting for Transient Services p Kolodzlqski
continued briefing Capt Burmeister Captnin ‘Kolodzinsk
. stated that he would lead a close” rormation take-off a
givg standard head nods for brake reloase-and: atterburne= :
light. Ho told Capt Burmoister that he wolild not: uso A
siggal for . gear up and would give the. standa_, ay )
signal at 250 knots. 'If an abort ogccurred on ake-qtf F i
‘wag _briefed to call it and gstay on your ‘side ! ox the: runway
Cap@ain Kolodzinksi then stated that weather haﬂ repobﬁed
the icloud tops at 1100 feet, and if Mike.had. anyprobléms’
on !_n__k‘_a_n_tf to vat sanaratinn. n_nd in_i_n nn_t_nn__l’_f_‘uut At
,fIt
was covored thnt in event of any communicatién problems
enroute, that the flight would.go to Channel.2 -(87:FIS
Squadron common) ; also, upon arrival at. Buckley, they would




make a formation .anding, winds permitting, . with Btandard
signals for gear down and speed brakes. Captain Burmeister
was asked if everything sounded 0. K., and he nlertly
responded, "Real fine"

Both pilots then accomplished their pro;flig)i
around inspections. As Capt Kolodzinski was. stra p

helmaet were gone.
would wait while Capt Burmeister. located his’ ge pt
Ray drove Capt Burmeister to Hangar 5 and the parachute and
helmet were located in the Speedline offlce They then went:
back to the aircraft. . ,.‘“

Both aircraft started at the same time and chec'ain was
made at 0943 PST on ground/clearance deliverya-requency :

The clearance was copied with no problems and: taxi wa i
normal, Transicnt Service personnel gave. both aircr a

last chance inspectio ust prior to the. aircraft s tak ng
the runway. ; .,-.; _

The formation take-off, with the wingman (LH-OSA):on}thdﬁ;
right side, was normal oxcept 1t was noticed that the wing-'u
man's speed brakes were open. Captain Ray: had stayed: to-
watch the take-off and noticed the open speed brakes: Just,
after gear retraction. Tower personnel noticed the’ ‘open’
speed brakes just after the aircraft rotated (main wheela o
still on the runway) and reported it to RAPCON, Tnke—of{,‘
time was 0951 PST. '

Captain Kolodzinski noticed his wingman fndlng bnck
Just after gear retraction and gave him some more- powenh;-‘
The wingman stayed well within sight without’ the. leadgr
gtraining to seo him, Afterburner was terminated at’ 25
- knots, Upon reaching the departure 'end of the’ runway, the
flight disappeared into the clouds. The weather at tim £
take~pff wns 400 fuet overcast, three miles visibility ith'L
fog apd calm winds. -. PIREPS: had establighed :the cloud: tops.
at -11p0 feet. The flight leader looked. at -his. wingman p
to starting his right turn and the formation positio ;
good but slightly back.. -A 25 degree-bank climbing .righ
t.vn, was established and lead:-looked at
more. HNe noticed that Capt Burmeister:had moved ou -aba_
two tp three: ship widths, Captain Kolodzingki! ch ke
ROUEBHA, TNON LOUKOW WG IS WITRMAD rnnnrﬂnvrv—1nnx‘uwfrku—nu~
wns 811l two to three ghlp widths out - &8t
stabilized. At this point, lead. mndeé--his atrbor
departuro and thig was recordod at: 0952 PST.

At 0952:15 PST RAPCON told LH-05 flight that speed bfak
nna OEGN OUSErved UPEN On one RITCIAIE

AT XTI -
This call was "Rogered" by LH-05 at 0952:20 PST}&;

AL 0952:25 PST Captain Burmeister (LH-OSA) called that
he had lost lead. At 0952:30 PST lead .called, "0.K. Just
go ahead and drop back in trall. I'm on top;now at about.
1100 feeot." Captaln Burmelster did not acknowledge this:
call or any othors.



Captain Kolodzinski (LH-05) intercepted the 340 degree"
radial and at 0953:45 PST called RAPCON that he saw:a big.
cloud of smoke that had come up through' the cloud-layer in
his '"seven-~-thirty'" position. RAPCON and LH-OS tried to .
contact LH-05 ‘*"PHA with no snccess

At 0956:15 PST. tower activated the crash phon st
there was a possible off-base crash approximately fou
miles northwest of Hamilton. At 0958:45 PST_ RAPCON: told:
LH-05 that police in Novato had. conrirmed ‘the crash but had,
no further reports. Captain Kolodzinski then returned to
Hamilton and landed. . -

At approximately 1030 PST the Hamilton AFB Fire Depar
ment and Base Ambulance arrived at the crash site. The -’
Novato Fire Department and Polica were already ‘at the' scene
-and the pilot had been reported dead )

MOFHQM-*EWLY (1M 14 A PRIVILEOED OOLUMENT NOT RELEAS Al\.l IN WHOLE qn IN PART YO -nsmn OR "
LARNGIKAOUTRIDE THE AIR FOPGCE WITHOUT THE E RSN APPROVAL OF THE SECAELARY OF THE A FORGK. .





