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USAF ACCIDENT/INCIDENT REPORT

1
: (Fill in all spaces applicable. 1t additional space is needed, use additional asheet(s).)

3. FOR GROUND ACCIOLNTS ONLY

t. OATE OF OCCURRENCE (Day. 7. VEMICLELS)/MATERIEL INVOLVED (Model !
month and year) designation end serial no. if spplicable) {Base Code and Reporl Serial No.}
. L

25 April 1973 - - .
F-106A 559-084 | 7;@ /7[";25:/ .

! Wednesday
; A. PLACE OF OCCURRENCE: STATE, COUNTY) DISTANCE AND DIRCCT10% FROM NEAREST 3. HOUR AND TIME [
QO'N-YIF OkN UA:-[. lf[NT”'lvd Irfmofé B‘Stt GI;E CIS'IAN;[liHOU NEARCST BASE. TONE LOCAL C] oAY x] NIGHT
sw York, Lewls, ast o owv [ ] i
L Griffins AFR, N.Y. 2136 EST £ oamn (] ouse o
H 7. ORGANIZATION POSSESSIKG/OWNNING VYEHICLE OR MATERIE. AY TIME OF MISHAP - A
q MAJOR COMMAND SUBCOMMAND OR AF AR DIVISION wING GROUP SQUADRON OR UNIT |NAME AND BASE CODE . H
; GRIFFISS .
‘| aoc 218t agr1s  [JREZ 5
E 8. (List organizatione of second vehicle, il they dilfer from [tewm 7 above) P
' ! =
|i .‘ iA
1 9. ORGANIZATION AND BASE SUBMITTING REPORT {Do not abbreviate) ‘fi
i
49th Fighter Interceptor Squadron, Griffiss AF8, New York -
. ]
ifte- LIST OF PERSONNEL DIRECTLY INVOLVED ’ .
’ (See AFN 127-1 and AFR 127-4 [uy apecific instructinrsy)
i * DEGRE .o
SSIGNED ALRO NJUR 1 | oAYS LOST
| LAST NAME, FIRSY NAME, Ml(?DLE IRITEHAL GRADE SSAN cury RATING {U’ll‘ibb'} ON 17 OHLY

DAVIS, DEAN R. /LT i PILOT | PILOT nA |l

'{En(rr applicable letter(s) in DEGREE INJURY column. None-N: Temporary Total-TT; Permanent Partial-PP;
Permanent Total-PT: Fatlal-F: Misving-M)
i

or chronological order of facts ond circumeiances

1V, NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION UF| ACCIDENT: Give a4 detailed history of [light,
tude discussion of sll cause foctors listed.

laading to the mishap, the results of investigation and analysis to inc
findingfs, snd recommendetions, and any correclive action taken.

SYNOPSISt On 25 April 1973, at 2136 EST, while in the process of making a low
altitude intarcept on & T-33 eircraft emitting chaff and ECM, an F-106A aircraft, s
Serial Number 59-084, impscted the ground spproximatsly 36 NM NNE of Griffiss AFB, "L
N.Y. The pilot wns fatally injured end the aircraft totally destroyed.

HISTORY OF FLIGHT} (See attached)
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Major Aircraft Accident -
F-106A SN 59-08l
25 April 1973, 2126 EST

HISTORY OF FLIGHT

On the evening of 25 April 1973, a combined High Altitude/Air Refueling/Low
Altitude Intercept mission was flown in a flight of three F-106 aircraft
with the following aircrews participating: Captain liiller, Kilo Hotel 17,
(Flight lead); Captain Roehrkasse, Xilo Hotel Oh; l/Lt bavis, Kilo Hotel
21. Daily Flight Authorization/Clearance Form, (49th FIS Form 85), was
utilized for flight authorization. l/Lt Davis was assigned Aircraft
59-084, configured with external tanks, one MSR and two WSEM's.

BRIEFING: The general squadron briefing began at 1600 EST with Capt Little,
B Flight Commander giving the briefing. The original schedule called far four
F-106's to takeoff at 1800 FST, They were to run high altitude intercepts for
approximately 1 hour, descend and refuel with a4 locally based KC-135, call
sign Face 62, in AR-609. After completion of the refueling, they would
descend into low level "A" for low altitude intercepts on a squadron T-33
equipped with chaff and ECM, They were briefed to use a 120k down techniyue
for target acquisition on the low altitude intercept. The second flight

of four sircraft on the original schedule were to take-off at 1900 EST,
practice low altitude intercepts for approximately 1 hour, elimb to the
refueling area as mentioned above, and then continue on to the high eltitude
area for high altitude intercepts after the refueling was completed. Prior
to the formal briefing, the briefing officer was informed that there would
only be four aircraft available for the mission. The mission was briefed

for two aireraft on the first "go", and two aircraft on the second., The
briefing covered enroute, arrival, and alternate weather; NOTAMS, aircraft
assignments and locations; general overview of the mission, emergency
procedures, and other applicable items as indicated by ADCM 51-106. Since
the restrictions for low 1ével and formation flight had recently been removed,
Cept Kozlowicz, the squadron training officer, briefed low altitude and
formation proceflures IAW ADCR 51-6 and ADCM 51-1, along with a refueling
briefing. He also included in his portion of the briefing, night emergency
signals, as per AFM 51-1. Shortly after the briefing was concluded, one of
the aircraft on the first "go" was called osut of commission ahd pllots were
notified of the change. The single aircraft now on the first flight,

(1/1t Davis in 084), was moved back to the 1900 takeoff with the two aircraft,
(Capt Miller in 59-080 and Capt Roehrkasse in 59-069). Since this was

a change to the original briefing, Capt Little gave them another short

general briefing concerning the change in aircraft lineup. Capt Miller,

the flight lead, then took his two wingmen aside and gave them a thorough
briefing on their departure, formation, intercept, air refueling and recovery
procedures, He:also briefed : & three ship departure with KH 17 and O4

meking a wing tdkepff with KH 21 taking spacing and rejoining on the turn out
of “traffic.

PREFLIGHT, TAXI AND TAKECFF: Lt Davis reported to his aircraft 35 minutes
prior to the scheduled 1900 EST takeoff in accordance with LigrIs 1ocal

operat ocedures.
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m The decision was
! crew try to fix the canopy problem.

made to let the "end of runway"
Yhen this was not successful, KH 21 taxied back into the kgth parkin

area where maintenance was e to fix the ¢ roblem

He also called "pins, canopy,
pressure and breaker" after being cleared for takeoff. KH 21 tookoff !
at 1920 EST, eighteen minutes behind KH 17 and ok, e

FLIGHT: XH 17, O4 and 21 practiced snap-up attacks from 35,000' to _ v
§5,0007 for approximately one hour, then rejoined with XH 17 for a three- o
ship formation descent for the air refueling portion of the mission in
AR-609. The refueling portion of the flight was accomplished with no
problems by the three flight members. Each aircraft was topped-off prior.
to departing the tanker with KH 21 being the last aircraft to receive
fuel. A descent was then made into low level "ALPHA" for the low altitude
intercepts, The T-33 was not in the area yet, so Incognito Control
designated KH Ob as the larget fsr thr {irst intercept with a command
altitude of 6,000', Both interceptors completed their passes with MA's
and no apparent problems, At this time, the T-33 arrived in the low
altitude training area at 7,500' and was told by Incognito to descend to
6,000 25 he was to be the next target. The interceptors were positioned
2,000' high at 8,000' as on the first pass against KH O4. KH 21 was the
first aircraft paired on Ament 06, the target. He rolled into the stern
with an initial contact call of 250/14. Incognits confirmed that was his
target. KH 17 was following him ir. on target and rolled out in trail of
KH 21 approximately 3-k miles. KH 21 was still holding in trail of the
target so Incognito sent XH 17 to 9,000' for altitude separation. These
relative positions were held for a short period of time with KH 17 calling
tally-ho on KH 21, at two different times. Ehortly thereafter, Ament 06,
K O and 17 observed an explosion with accompanying fire on the ground a
few miles in front of KH 17. It was suspected that KH 21 had crashed and
that was shortly verified. The three aircraft orbited the erash scene

for approximately one hour then returned te Griffiss AFB, N.Y. None of
the orbiting aircraft heard any distress calls from KH 21 prior to the
crash or heprd a beacon after the crash, .
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