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USAF ACCIDENT/INCIDENT REPORT

(Fill in all spaces applicable. [ additional space is needed, vse additional sheet(n).) N

1. DATE OF OCCURRENCE (Day. 2. YEMICLE(S)/MAYERIEL INVOLYED (Model . FOR GAOUND ACCIDENTS ONLY G

month and year) designation and serial ne. I/ applicable) (Base Code and Report Serisl No.)

19&:;;197& F-106A  59-028 K/A 76{, -/ 7.. /

4. PLA.T OF OCTURRENCEs STATE, COUNTY| DISTANCE AND OIRECTION FAOM NEAAEST 5. HOUR AND TIME
TOWN. If ON BASE, IbENTIFY F OFF 2ASE GIYE STANCE “ROM MEAREST BASE, 10N LOCAL E] vaY D MIGHT
New York: St lawrence Gounty; O15/0CNM Childwold NY;| Eatimate; ur
. m_w Plattaburgh AFR NY 1045EDT (3 oarn [ ousx.
ORGAN|ZATIOR POSSESSING/OWKING VEHICLE OR MATERICLL AT TIME OF MISKAP 4
MIJCR COMMAND SUBCOMMAND OR AF AIR DIVISION WING GROULP SOUADRON OR UNIT |HAME "!D BASE le
ADC : 21st Lgth Frs | Oriffiss :
JREZ
s, ().1at organirations of second vehicle, if they differ from Jtem T sbove) ' *
9. NAGANIZATION AND BASE SURMITTING REFCAT (Do not ‘bb""l'.)
Loth Fighter Interceptor Squadron, Griffiss AFB, New York
10, LIST OF PERSONNEL DIRECTLY INVOLVED
(See AFM 127-2 and AFR 127-4 for speacific iInstructions)
. ASSIGNED AERO R § | DAYS LOST
. LAST NAMEL, FIRST NAME, MIODLE INITIAL Gnall LSAN pUTY MATING fu‘:{-@:ﬂ oN T ONLY :
Rumberg, -Robert E. Capt Pilot Pilot F
- FURE - _

’(Enl!r epplicable lctter(a) in DEGREE INJURY column. None-N: Temporary Tatal-TT: Pecrmanent Pactial-PP;
Parmanent Total-PY: Fatal-F: Mizswing-M)}

17, NARRATI¥F DESCRIPIINN OF ACCIDENT: Give a detailed history of flight, or cheonological order of facts and circumstances
Irnding ta the mishap. the reaults of investifalion and analysis to include discussion of all cause factors listed,
fiicdings, and recommendations, and any corrective action taken.

SYNOPSIS: On 19 March 1974, at approximately 1OUSEDT, while performing mild fighting.

wiing maneuvers, num'ber Three lost visual and redio contact with his wingman, Four, ’

aircraft serisl nmumber 59-028. The aircraft wreckage was located approximately. =~ .

85NM Northekst of Griffiss AFB the afternoon of the accident, Kineteen Qays lrter,

on T April 1974, the pilot, ejection seat, and survival equipment were found 4 WM -

southeast of the airdéraft wreckage. a

HISTORY OF FLIGHT (See Attached)
O

persons or agenoiel
States Adir Force 'ithouﬂ

the expres of tho Searotary of °
theAirF
7. AUTHENT [CATION
catin LA IoN aY (Title) FYPED NAME AND GRAGL MA T DATL
Presldent i
Investigating Boayd JAMES M. THOMAS, Colonel 15 April 2974 ::
Ar J::P;“o T:l FREVIOUS tDITION OF THIS FORM IS onsouy( A= 4400
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Major Adreralt Accident
F-106A, SN 59-0028
19 March 197k, 1045EDT

HISTORY OF FLIGHT

On 19 March 1974, an Air Combat Tactics qualification mission was
scheduled end flown in a (light of four F-106 aircraft with the
rolloving aircrews participating: Capt Fronzaglia, KH¢1, Flight
lead, (Element IP); 1/Lt Mehrlich, KHfh, Two; Lt Col Gerdella,
KHlf (Element IP), Three; Capt Rumberg, Kufe, Four. W9th FIS
Form 13 (Tab K) Daily Flight Authorization/Clearance Foram wao
utilized for flight authorization. Capt Rumberg, the pilot
involved in the accident flew Aircraft 59-028 configured with

no external tanks, ome MSR and two WSEM's.

PRIEFING: The Flight Briefing commenced et 0815 EDT and included:
Flight weather, slternate airfields, NOTAMS, aircraft assignments,
and flight positions. Estimated time enroute (ETE) was filed for
1+00 hour with 1430 hours fuel on board for the mission profile.
Capt Fronzeglia, D Flight Commander and Flight Lead for this
mission conducted the briefing in accordance with the ADCM

51-106 format. Specifics were briefed to include: Formation
procedvres, runway line up and join up, tactical formation
procedures, maneuvers to be conducted on ACT Qualification
Mission Number One, fuel checks, and ACT Safety rules. Bingo

fuel was briefed as 4OOO 1bs due to forecast terminal weather

at Grilfiss AFB. Recovery was bricfed to be dependent upon
GrifCiss AFB weather condiiions and consisted of three alter-
natives: four ship, two sh' o element, or individual recoveries.
Capt Fronzaglie end Lt Col Cardella then briefed their wingmen

on specific element procedures. Capt Rumberg, the pilot involved
in the aceident, was originally easigned Alrerart 59-033, however,
due to diserepancics noted on its previous flight, 1t was replaced
by the spare aircraft, 59-028.

PRE-FLIGHT, TAXI, AND TAKEOFF: All alrcrews reported to their
aireraft at least BO minutes prior to the scheduled 1000 ETT
takeoff time in sccordance with UOth FIS local operating proce-
dures. Pre-rlight, engine start, and taxi were normal. Aircraft
end of runway insrection revealed no discrepancies. Takeoff was
delayed until 1009 EDT due to a B-52 departure. Takeoff was per-
formed using 20 second interval between aircraft due to weather
and RCR, followed by radsr trail departure until on top. Join-up
as a four ship flight was accomplished routinely.

VLIGHT: Tactical Patrol Formation as a flight of four was flown for
approximately 15 minutes as briefed. The flight of four thea split
into their respective elements with lead and Two: procceding to the
northern portion of RUM eirspace, and Three and Four into the
southern portion. Three and Four were assigned a dis¢rete frequency
of their own for the maneuvering portion of the mission, After
completing the mission objectives, Three and Four returned to the
original Air Defense Control Facility (ADCF) frequency.. Shortly
thereafter, and while performing mild "Fighting Wing" maneuvering
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with Four on the wing, Three, lost visual and radio contact with Four.
No further visual, radio, or radar contact could be established by
Three. One and Two returned to base at Bingo fuel while Three, after
being alerted by GCI of a possible radar target behind him, turned
toward it but could not establish visual, radar or radio contact.

e GCI radar contact is believed to have been chaff from Frur's
ejection seat. None of the aireraft nor Incoguito, ‘the Alr Defense
Control Facility, heard any distress calls, nor did they receive

any pearschute beacon gignal. Three wes finally forced to discon-
tinue his search efforts due to his fuel state. Two I.D.. Alext
aircraft were scrambled and attempted to establish radio contact

with Four to no avajl. Weather conditions in the area, consisting
of low ceilings irecluded visual scarch of the terrain. The air-
craft wreckage w~s located approximately 85 MM northeast of

Griffiss AFB the afternoon of the accident. Nineteen days later,

on 7 April 1974, the pilot, eJection seat, and survival equipment
were located s NM southeast of the aircraft wreckage.
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