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HISTORY OF FLICHT

On 3 October 196T, Ma‘lor Richard S. Petersen wasg scheduled to. perform
a functional check fiight, following modifications for: installation of
supersonic external fuel tanks and - 1nflight rerueling equipment on F- 06
aircraft, S/N 59-022. He filed a DD Form 175 -(IFR:Flight Plan) &t Busé
‘Operations as LK 19, with an estimated departure of* 1700 for A + 15 -
. time .enroute. At 1545Z he received a weather briefing ‘and copy.of- DD
. " Form:175-1 which gave the existing prevailing.weather at. McChord as
" 1000 feet scattered, #4500 feet scattered, T00O feet brokeﬁ, and; 15 - .
. miles visibility. - The forecast weather for: his rlight was: 800+ broken,_-
- bOOO' broken, TOOO' overcast, and T miles visibility in: 11ght ; in e
,-showers A weather waiver was granted fOr the; flight_from he %e ?77
i Commander for Operatlons. Surface winds: were, 200 degre .8 “15 knots,
zngusting to 25 knots. The lowest current weahher?recorded at’ Mcchord :
> Ar Force Base from 17002 to 19282 wes 3000‘ 5 attered, estimated R
5500! broken, 8000' overcast, 20 miles -in-Light’

rain,.aurfﬂce vind
7:200"degrees, 14 knots gusting to 20-knots (the stétement.'of:
-loesche -and Lt Stanfill indicate.that the. cloud “tops in -th crash area.’
. 7. were dpproximately 30,000 feet and extended to approximately,BOQ feet
= above the ground). R

The clearunce was filed.at 1556%, an hour ‘and four mlnutes prior -
scheduled takeoff (1700Z). He nroceeded to the: fighter squadron,
picked up his flying gear and went out to. the afreraft dn, 8 '
for a normal preflight. The first. indication of & syatem ma,
:occurred after the pilotstartedengine and he advised the'crew
‘that the sttitude director indicator . (ADI) would-nét. erect . pra
‘An inatrument technician was dispatched,. and: the: mulrunct ]

‘rected my replacement of the ADIL .pover. supply. Satisfied‘wibh t
-craft, the pilot taxied out and performed takeoff preparation checks
for the FCF (this accounts for the 46 minute delay 1n eatimﬂted take

es west. “his dlearance was" acknovledged by K. 19? 3
;takeoff (17462) -and upon reaching the meven néutical mile limit !
. fwis” cleared by RAPCON to. climb to assigned-altitude. The fligh, prq- o

"~'gressed normally with -4 radar hand-off to Seattle Center;nnd'finally;to

X obtain MACH and requested recovery. He was. given v ?

- - 3rees .4nd upon- the pilot's request, was cléared to: dencand to’ FL 31
e _ . Seattle Center then assumed control of IK 19 and at 18227 ‘he vas cla red
K. ' : : *_es¢end from’ FL" 310 to ‘5000 feet and given & vector of. 030 degrees _.
(10° t¢ the left)., He acknowledged the descent (1822:11)° and. ﬁéported
[ _FL 310 for 5000 feet. Severn aeconds later (1822 18):he. ¢ q.

etdown til I can go- VTR
5att1tude 4ndicator tape". Two minutes lnter he advised,
;ghb ingtruments of....ah....in n. doaeenh u; Lhia.nlmg,a'

e




" 1ike to bail out of this thihg. " Time'v;m"'s 1121&155 :"A;'I'-his, w8 -‘bh_g___Iab

transmission made by 1K ),

. Radar pi\lots indicate the aircraft flight path progregsed' in a right
turn from an easterly around to a westerly directid The -aireraft: -
crashed in an open field in a very ‘steep attitude-(e timated 60° noae.-:
down) and tight right turn-on a heading of -about’ : .
Ve:jected .unsuccegsfully; the canopy, seat, and body was’ found approxi-. e
“mately.one third mile southwest on a hill about 300 feet {n elevation-. '
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