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craft located in spot 20, accomplished a pilct's preflight assisted by Crew
Chief A2C Peter J Cleary, AF16748470. Captain Richardson was informed by
A2C Cleary that the aircraft was on a Red Cross condition because the Eme rgency
-bail out bottles were leaking,

Captain Richardson called Captain Hoenniger and advised him of the
situation. Captain Hoenniger asked him if the normal oxygen system was O, K.
and Captain Richardson said it was. Captain Hoenniger said to go ahead and
take the aircraft since the mission was going to be at low altitude,

During this time the oxygen leak had been stopped in the Eme rgency
~ .oxygen bottles by AIC Donald L. Baker, AF17443665. The writeup was inspected
- by TSgt Frederick P Athans, AF11255030, and a new writeup was entered in the
form as emergency oxygen bottles low and the aircraft was placed on a red diagonzl.
Captain Richardson signed the exceptional release and A2C Cleary helped nim
strap into the cockpit. A combustion start was made and all pre-taxi checks

. were accomplished. Captain Richardson taxied to the runway followed hy JNO7
Captain Harland E Teskey, AO3058016. Before taking the active runway,
the pins, canopy, and pressure check were called to mobile control.

Captain Richardson was airborne at 0914 CST and JNO7 took off one minute e
later, JNO6, Caprain Charles W Wright, 53876A, was delayed and did not become/-f”
airborne until 0921 CST. JNO5 niade a standard corridor departure and leveled/
at 15,000 feet and contact was made with Sidewalk Control at 0916 CST,

The first series of intercepts were made at 5000 feet {Indicated Altitude)
using JNO5 as target for JTNO6 and JNO7. After the first intercepts the flight
encountered some minor UHF radio problems and had to change radio frequencies
8o radio contact could be maintained between the interceptors and Sidewalk
Control. The flight climbed to VFR on top for the second series of intercepts to
attempt to qualify their WSEMS. 28,000 feet was the lowest altitude in the
area that they could maintain radio and radar contact with Sidewalk and be in
VFR conditions to accomplish intercepts. JINO6 was designated the target and

- JNO7 as the first interceptor and JNO05 as the second interceptor in on the
target. Sidewalk directed the target on a heading of 180 degrees. JNO7 and JNO5
were both paired with the target for Data Link controlled intercepts. JNO7
approached the target from the Northwest and JNO5 {from the Nurtheast. JNO7
was having trouble with his weapon systom and was asked by Sidewalk to
break his intercept off. When JNO7 broke his intercept off and turned port to a
360 degree heading JNO5 was 4 miles from JNO7, who was about 4 or 5 miles
back of the target, This was 1000 CST and at 1005 CST Sidewalk asked JNO5 what
luck as he appeared to be about 4 miles in back of the target. JNO5 said, standby,
he wpuld be about 30 more seconds, he was unable to maintzin a radar lock-on.
At 1008 CST JNO5 called JUDY in IR. Sh: rtly after this the target called that he
was descending to 24, 000 feet as he was encountering clouds and wanted to maintain
VFR until JNO5 finigshed his attack, Sidewalk told JN0O5 and the ‘target that they
were nearing the Sector boundary. At 1010 CST Sidewalk observed on their scope
that JNO5 made a break-away to the starboard but did not call an MA or MI.
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They commanded JNO5 to a heading of 340 degrecs on data link and gave a voice
command to the target of 240 degrees. JSNO5 took up the heading of 340 degrees
and Sidewalk attempted to contact him on their radios to see what luck he had
on his last pass and to find out his fuel status. Sidewalk was unable to contact
INQ5 on AICC, GUARD and the frequency they were working on. At 1014 CST
Sidewalk commanded a RTB on data link to JNO5. This heading was about 360
degrees and Sidewalk could not tell if JNO5 followed the new command as they
lost radar contact at 1018 CST at the coordinates of FK DB 3722.

is ball of fire was followed by a black cloud of
smoke and the sound of an explosion. The explosion was caused by Captain
Richardson's aircraft as it contacted the ground.




