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from the CHIEF OF SAFETY

LIKE A BABY RATTLESNAKE

This month the Flight Surgeon talks about hypoxia and
complaceny. Recnt incident xperiences in the Command
point up the awful truth o s face

! enpment Ut

il
can become your mo

most insidious enemy. Simply. it wears out
e i O e e | LB L
iors comfrtale o ~ amllarky o reds 3 fle o
fiden llows us o become complacent. An old familiar

gun may be more comfortable
become extremely dangerous

handle in the field but can
wearing out of its safety

tices. The cockpit checkist. Who needs it? We know it like
we know the back of our hand, like an old pair of shoes. And
like an old gun or like a “cute little baby” rattlesnake, f you
llow brough complaconcy, it can Ml you 30 sl ek

e been personally involved in  formation or in 4 two-place
airraft in at least five different instances where pilots have
experienced O problems raning from “inconsenient” to fatal
Zhow about you, and who's nest?
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