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USAF ACCIDENT/INCIDENT REPORT

(Fill in al! apaces applicable. ! additional space is needed, use sdditionel shest(s).)

1. DATE OF OCCURRENCE (Day, 2. YEHICLE(SI/MATERIEL INvOLVED (Model 3. FOR GROUND ACCIOENTS OMLY
month and year) designation and serial no. If applicabla) (Rate Code and Report Serjal No.)

15 May 1973 T35 /3:2, -
Tuesday FL06A 59-021 :
-4, PLACE oOf occuan:nc:- ‘STATE, COUNTY{ DISTANCE AND DIRECTION FROM NEAZCST . 5...MOUR AND TIME . .

TORN. if Ok BASE, ICENTIFY. iF OFF BASE.GIVE GISTAKCE FROM KEARLST BASE. CONE LOCAL 555 oay  [Imienr [ o
New York, Oneida, 2NM ENE of Holland Patent , M2UEDT C) oamw [Jousx | 5
« Of(Gr friss AFR i
7. ORGANIZ W POSSESSING/OWNING .WENICLE OR MATERTEL AT TIME OF MISHAP ) R
NAJOR COMMAND | SuBComMaND OR AF AR DIVISION winG GROUN SOUADRON 0R UN1 T |Nase anc asE oo °
: Griffiss
ADC 21st 49FIS JREZ;
8. R (Lint organivationse of asecond vehicle, if they dilfer from [tem ? above) : - } ot

"#.c  ORGANIZATION-AND SASE SUBMITTING REPORT (Do not abbreviste)

- HEADQUARTERS AER&"‘,PACE DEFENSE . COMMAND ENT AIR FORCE BASE OOLORADO

10: "7 LIST -OF PERSONNEL DIRECTLY INVOLVED -
(See AFN 117 2 and APR 127:4 for specillc inafructions) X
‘ g : . -~ ASSI1GNED - AE.0 GAEFr- | oavs vosT.
LAST RAME, FIRST NAME, MIDDLE INITIAL GRADE © i SSAN puTY AATING ru.'f "‘:‘:d 6“" LY
| PRICE, JAMES L. - . M-GEN - First PllotOmdPilat- F =
“SUZANNE, JACQUES A. [t COL [rist: Pilot PmdPilck N " |=

'(l‘n_ur applicalile lrlnr(l) in DEGREE INJURY column. None-N: Temporary Total-TT: Peimanent Partial-PP;. o i
Permanent Totdl-PrT; F.tll F: Misging- M) . . i . . . . -

11, NARRATIVE OESCRIPTION F ACCIOENT. Give a detailed history of flight, or chronological order-of fecis and circumstances
leading to the aluhap theé rewults of inveatigation snd analywis to include dh:uuum of all cavse factors listed,
'Hv_!d'lrul. and ruau-nduuonl, and lny correclive sction taken.

SYHOPSIS:  On 15 May 1973 while. making a Standard I.nstrwnent Depar't;ure. KH.01: (59-021) wy
: as struck by lightning. " The pilot lost. 1nstr'ument :reference and could | A

ot recover from an unknown attitude upon encomtering VFR
onditions. The plane crashed at 1424 EDT and the pilot received fatal
uries.

'History of Flight
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Major Aircraft Accident
F-106A, SN 59-021
15 May 73, 1424 EDT

HISTORY OF FLIGHT

. On the afternoon of 15 May 1973, an annual proficiency/tactical
evaluation flight check for Major General Price-(Kilo Hotel 01) and

the flight examiner, Lt Col Suzanne, (Kilo Hotel 12) flying as.chase
aireraft was scheduled. Daily flight Authorization/CIearance Form-
(49th FIS Form 85) was used for. flirrht authorization. Major Genera.l '
Price was assigned- aircraft 59-021, configured with two external

tanks, one MSR and two WSEM's.

Briefing Pre-mission events consisted of a review of the Squadron ' o

Aircrew Information File, a personal equipment briefing by the NCOIC '

of the Life Support Section, and a Flight Simulator- Emergency Bold ' -

Face procedure check admmistered by the flight examiner, Lt Col

Suzanne. The mission briefing for the flight began at 1300 EDT at

the 49 FIS Operations Section and was briefed by the flight examiner.

The briefing covered enroute, arrival, alternate weather; aircraft

a.ssignments a general overview of the mission, ' formation techmques,

emergency procedures, pre-flight and before take -0ff checks, and other -

applicable items in accordance with ADCM 51-106, -The flight was

planned for a formation take-off and an instrument departure to.the -

MAC I Intercept Training Area within block altitudes 33, 000 to .38, 000

feet. The 21st Air Div SAGE was to be the intercept activity controlling -

agency, with the callisign of "Incognito", The intercept phase was to

consist of Front/Sterh reattacks for KHOl with KH12 as the target air-

craft, At the complétioniof the intercept phase the ﬂight was to. RTB

with a GCA low apprdach led by KHO], to be followed by KH12 as lead
aircraft with KHOL flying wing for several GCA approaches if the

weather was at least 500 feet ceiling and 5 miles visibility.

Pre-Flight,: Taxi and' Take—off Major. General Price reported to hlS
alreralt some 45 minutes prior to the scheduled take-off time of 1430 -

EDT.

‘Engines were started at 1400 -EDT and
called for a -check in by KH12 on eguadron common after showing Sgt McKee
his seat pin-was removed. During-taxi. -out-ground control asked KHO1 if

he was ready to copy[the flight IFR clearance. and KHOl replied-that he
would Zopy it at the end of runway inspection point. - The flight taxied to
the 2nd of runway inspection point and the supervisor,

( " KHO!1 called
ground control for the flight clearance, received the clearance, and
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'KH1Z then called over the radio "KHOl did you get hit?'":

e T S

ead it back to ground control. KHOI called the flight cver to tower
frequency and checked the flight in with ''pins, cauopy, pressure,
breaker'., The flight was then cleared to taxi up to, and hold short
of, the runway. After a momentary delay KHOL flight was then cleared
to take off and to contact departure control on departure frequency.
KHOl then taxied the flight into position for engine runup with KHO1
on the left side of Runway 15 with KH12'in the right wing position.
Engme runup was completed the take off signal given and the flight
hecan the roll and were airborne at 1422 EDT. Shortly after be-
coming airborne, for reasons unknown, KHOl deviated from the
departure clearance given to the flight in-that-he called: '"KHO1 off:the
deck left turn" when the clearance was ''maintain runway headmg for
rudar vectors'. This call was made at-1122: 17. Departure control
acknowledged KHOL's transmission.- KHOL flew a smooth'lead. position .
in a.left 30 degree bank, climbing and: accelerating to.climb speed,
proceeding to intercept the radial of the’ Standard Instrument De-
parture (SID) for which the flight was cleared. After turning approxi- ,
mately 35 degrees, and shortly after entering the clouds at-3500 to 4000 feet
approaching 400 kts, still in a 30 degree left:bank, a large bolt of lightmng

apparently struck KHOl's aircraift.

This call

wag:made at 1423:05 EDT. There was no response. KHI2 then:checked:
his flight instrufments and instrument pa.nel with everything appearing
normal, The bank anglejwas still 30 degrees left bank, KH12 then
returned to flying the mr&g position momentarily, There was no visible
damage noted on the right side of the lead aircraft and after approxi-
mately 30 seconds of flying wing, KHI2 rechecked his Attitude Direction

Indicator (ADI)

At this point chase then rolled away
to the right and transmitted ''01 roll out''. This. call was made at 1423:44
EDT. The total elapsed time:from KHOIi's call to Departure control -
"off.-the deck left turn", until KH12's transmission of "0l roll out', was
timed at one minute and twenty-seven seconds. - The chase aircra.ft was '
recovered to level flight lat about 5000 feet on a heading of 010 degrees. .
Departure control was advised that KHO1 flight was separated and KH12
was climbing to VFR conditions. Departure control tried to contact KHOL
with no response. Depax:ture control-also lost SIF and Radar-contact with

KECL.
KHO! impacted the grdund in a heavﬂy wooded area two miles East

Northeast of Holland Patént, NY (8 3 miles East of Griffiss Air Force
Base). The pilot received fztal injuries.
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