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REPORT OF AF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT

2 Uu &n form in oc:oldunce with AF Reg. 62-14 and AF Monvol 62-5, “Aireroft Actident Preveation: Investigation- chovhng Fill in ol
- tpatel epphccble if odditionel space is nceded, usc additionol sheei(s) ond |d¢nhfy by proper section letter and subsection number.

CTL{ (:'C 3 Section A—GENERAI. ’INFO‘RMATION

PLACE OF ACC!DENT State, County, nearest town, dittance ond ditection from neaust ‘own, lf.uccid:nl eccutred an airporf, ideatify.

<] 5" NRVADA;. CLARK, INDIAN SPRINGS, 5.0 WNW .
[ I DI\TE ‘OF ACCIDENT 3, HOUR AND TIME ZONE {Local} |4 DAY DAWN NIGHT - DUSK 5. AIRFIELD OF LAST TAKEOFF
8 APRIL 1959 1140 PST X . —— | wm13s aFB 5
6 CLEARANCE (Chccl oll epplnable‘ IFR_ YRRX_ { DD Form i'75_,. Other. . Cleared Direct .. Cleared Yia Airways__.
:_-. Clcoltd frm S e b - s Cleared to.a l
Tk lASE SUBM'TTING REPORT | 8. DURATION OF FLIGHT 9. WISSION OF FLIGHT 10. ALTITUDE of aircraft above tenain if collision,
{ uDDF\ 781-1) fire, airframe failuresbailout, spin, stoll, spiral,
" curred
- EDHAFDS AFB 15 MINUTES XN V| "™ APPROX 3000.FT

Length of runway in vse ... ..

1s.

IT. AIRFIELD DATA. FILL IN (o) 01,1 [b) AS APPLICABLE. (For seoplanes lof

" applicoble, Discuss in Section M
{a} If accident accurred on airport: l (b} If accident occurred off airport: elevation ot scene of acdt.. .. . _/_'{/(L SL

Was aircraft taking off, appr

Heoding of runway in use.. .

-...degrees

If yes, state airport involved .

ding on scadrame, fiil in fength of landing PRSP ST AT

oaching ot maneuvering to lond? Yes ..

Type of runway surface: (Check)

Field elevetion. oo - .o .. ft. MSL

if no, state nearest airport :ultoble for landing

For tither airpart mentioned in | 1b above:

this al;croﬁ I,NDIAN SPRINGS AFB
. KBTTF

Concrete... Asphalt.._ ! State girport type (i. e, AF. A, N, CG, PC, P)..
Other..... . {Specify] — Distance, aisport Yo accident. Lo & .. _miles, Heading o‘ runway in use N/L . degrees,
- Wet_... Dry.._... Magnetic beoring, airport o occid:nl..zm,. .degiees. Airport ¢|¢vchcn3,_123._,ﬂ. MSL

12. LIST NUMBERS OF ALL OTHER AIRCRAFT INVOLVED:
{File separole Form [4 for each aircrafi) __NONE.

"1 13. VIOLATIONS: Yes ...

Ne. X

If yes, discuss in Section M.

ﬂ/of 220059

/

Section s_AmCRAFTAc D’Tc}/,m;.&* D Yo

{SL

57~229A

1. AIRCRAFT NUAy/

2. TYPE, MODEL, SERIES AND SLOCK NUMBER

JF-106A-50

3. ASSIGNMENT AND STATUS CODE at fime of accident:
[As specified in AFR 65-110)

4. ORGANIZATION POSSESSING AND REPORTING AIRCRAFT ON AF-110 R

€,

Wing

Major C
B

d or AF Air Division

Y

Sub

—

EPORTS AT TIME OF ACCIDENT OﬁﬂK

|G|aup Squadron or Unit ‘Bmc

-

EDW,
5. IF AIRCRAFT WAS BEING FERR'ED OR DELIVERED INDICATE: [Gammg and ‘onng olgomluhon: date of transfer, ultimate destinaticn)

N/A

Section C—I’ILOT(S) INVOLVED (Fllghf Crew)

1. OPERATOR |P¢uon al coalrols at time ol uccndcn’]

o. LAST NAME (Jr., I, atc.) FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME !GRADE |C0MPONENT | SERYICE NUMBER INATIONAUTY YR. OF BIRTH
| EKEREN, HALVOR MARMIN ... . . .|CAPE|EEG AR | 22166 | vs |
b. POSITION IN AIRCRAFT AT TIME OF ACCIDENT ¢. ASSIGNED DUTY ON FLIGHT ORDER
! .
Front or Left Seat. X Rear or Right Seat ____x_._.,ﬁ.__._l____hc LA Other {Specity)

4. ASSIGNED ORGANIZATION T _
Mojor Command | Subtommond or AF | Air Division Wing Group Squadron or Uniz | Base

ARDC AFFTC . EDWARDS AFB |
. ATTACHED ORGANIZAT!ON FOR FLYING

Mojor C Sub d or AF| Air Division Wing Group l Squadion or Unit Base
| [LT/A Pt T — - e i N ;

T. ORIGINAL AERONAUTICAL RATING| g. PRESENT AERONAUTICAL RATING |h, INSTRUMENT CARD T ARsC T T

AND DATE RECEIYED AND DATE RECEIVED
Type GREEN Pumary 8!"*‘4.

PILOT=-22 AUG’US‘I: 1952 | ?E.Q’}'-ZZ AUGIJJS? 1952 N Eﬂ_’io! expitotion 23_ MAY ;959 Duty 87“_

2. OTHER PILOT
o, LAST NAME [Jr., I, etc.)

NONE

IGRAOE icomonem' INATIONALITY, YR. OF BIRTH

FIRST NAME  MIDDLE NAME: 1 SERVICE NIJMBER

i

,.;1 J—

NOTE: IF MOKE THAN TWO BILGTS ARE
z - Ao_mTTONAL FHEET FOR EACH.

£

QIVOLVED (FLIGHT CREW] REPORT SAME INFORMATION REQUIRED

o FOSITION IH AIRCRAFT AT THME OF ACCIDENT "1 ASSIGNED BUTY ON FLIGHT BROETT T T B
Frons or Left Seat.. Reor or Right Seat. Other_, é(:l P [ 4 cr Oihu (Sp:cl‘y)
— R N .L._._.-_. s e s e e 1 e e
d. ASSIGNED ORGANIZATION *
Mojor € d Subc d or AF | Air Division Wing | Gro@® Sq#adron ot Unit | Base
e ___.-__Jfé..._J,._ [, SES Pty S S, N U ————— J
e, ATTACHED ORGANQATION FOR FLYING
Mojor C d or AF| Air Dirggion Wing iGloup Squodron olUnit i Bate
S VS l_ R
T ORIGINAL AEROMALTICAL RATING 9. PRESENT T ALRONAUTICAL RATING [h. INSTRUMENT AN T AR TR [
AND DATE RECEIVED AND'WSBLTE RECEIYED { .
' TyPe.. o e w ¢+ Pamary
! * Date cf capirction._ ... . i Outy

T SECTION €T O]
I

AF ' fﬂ “ 14 Previcus e¢itiom thhu(-r-u] ¥ vired

o

Puge |




L 3
L .
. _ . ) o ¢
. 4 . E ® !
§ Saction D—FLYING BMPERIENCE OF PILOTI(S) INVOLVED " \ i
I - . * 5 P .
1. W4SOPERAIOR ON INSTRUMENTS AT TIHE . . I "¥es aphech one :
[a] IDENT OR (MMEGBATELY BEFORE: Yd‘ woX Unknown Weather Hood * :
% {CompMic items 2 through 14 fay cach wmember pilot) T
ASSIGNED DUTY ON FLIGHT OROER PILOY COPILOT | INSTR_ALOT | ATGCRAFT CMBR. | STUDENT il < -
.. ! {Lost Mame) {Lot®Nome) {Lost Nome) ost Nome} {Lost Mame
OTE: List all 4 h t * :
N ist ofl fime to the aeares hout | EKEREX:. H bl o .
o . i

2780 % - L
2507 5 2 o
128 |

| __shuent time, and other accredited time)
3. Toto} rated I'e pilot and instructor
- ‘piloi"bg_u.lj.‘u" aireroft

72 Tota! flying hows {ncluding AF time, k3 ’ - :
1

4. Tcia! weather instrument hours

[SVRNI SSNIS S

[ &, Totol 43t pilzt ond instructe - pilat houns R T
this model (F-86, B-50, C-119, ete.) ' __lb6
&, Totol other (Commend, a/c cmdr, co-pilot, :
rodar control pilot) hours this model 1 0

7. Total (st pilot and instractor pilot hours ¥
this model and series [F-84F, F-B6D, cte.)  ; _31 i 1
8. Total other [Command,a/¢ cmdr, co-pilot, T = ) '
rador control plt] hrsthis model and series
9. Total pilot hours T
| lost 90 days
10. Total 13t pilot and instructor

0

%

pilot hours last 90 doys . 95
Y

[

1

11, Total pilot hours (night)
lost 90 days

12. Total pilot hours, weather and
hood, last 90 days
13. Date and duration of last
previous flight this mode!7 APR 59
14. Dote and duration of last previous
flight this model ond s:ri&

| _ i H Lo _gEmeee
15. INSTRUCTIONS: Atfach @ copy of AF Form 5 for pilot{s) involved for the previous colendor month, and for month in whith the occident occurred,
1o include the flight on which the accident took place.

Section E—PERSONNEL INVOLVED ;

fotidic aeemtes mad all nthes nereanc. whether in olane of not} !

‘P\ EKEREN, HALVOR ,CAPT |PILUN AW, AFTIV, LUWAWO AFD | rrsnc =
\ | 22166A,Reg AF

L1
NOTE: if additional spoce it required Yo list oll personnel involved, attoch additionol sheet, t
Section F—WEATHER |
. {At time and ploce of accident) P
Ceiling Yisibility Wind Direction and Yelocity Temperature, Dew Point Alt. Setting Other Weather Condition: } r
CLEAR | 25 sw 7 7 F 7F 29.95 o
If wecther, including wind :ondi!i{ru. wos a factor in the accident, attoch statement of weather officer.
- N — (3 il
\ \ /  Section G_ENGINEERING DATA x
I. Domage: [Check one) Destr Substantiol_ _  Minor_.. Nene_._ 2. Was aiccroft domaged beyand: economical repair? Yes.... Nf; )
3. Estimated number of d\ci momu\for repair, it appiicable... u,‘, ...... _ Cost of domage to °i'='°"»-i$h1£;28;682-~~-—v

4. Fite belorc oécid:nt-x:_\‘Fiu oﬁu;Sqid:ni..x. Fire did not occur._... 5. Did explosion occur? Yesy.. Ne-.—
1 -

® 5
6. How mony T.0.s not complied with ot fime of nuidcnl?.._.-az._.‘_. {List T.O. numbers and titles on seporate sheet}

7. Has your Base previously submitied a UR on ony factor involved in this accident? Yes._. Noy- .
8. 1s o UR being submitted as a result of this occident? Yes_ X No_.. (M “Yes” oHach copy}  UR numbu.sggﬂ-:m%—ﬁgp—hs?

9. 1; TOR requested? Tes .. No.X. Attach copy of request (gjlgin,e' teardown innpoction,zgm- at AFFTC)

AF |FF2§M56 ]4 Pruvious edmoudthuht;t::’r be used , v *, Page

1
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HISTORY OF FLIGHT

At 1125 hours PST, & flight of two F-106A sircraft departed
Nellis Air Force Base for a practice low-altitude supersonic "fly-
by" at Nellis Gunnery Range Nusber 1, which is situated four miles
due north of Indian Springs Air Force Base, Nevada. The lead air-
eraft, serial number 57-229A, was pilotéd by Captein Halvor M.
Ekeren, Edwards Air Force Base, Californis; the second aircraft,

‘serial number.57:234A, was piloted by Captain William E. Powers,
‘McGuire 'Air Force Base, New Jersey. Both aircraft were assigned
‘to the F-106 Joint Test Force, Edwards Alr Force Base, California.
A VFR local clearance for the flight was filed by Captein Ekeren,

and shows estimated time enroute as one hour, with twe hours of fuel
on board. The weather was clear, 25 miles visibility, wind southwest
at seven knots. Afterburner was used for take-off, and power was then
reduced to Military for the c¢limb to 9,000 feet, where power was
further reduced to approximately 90% RPM and the climb was terminated.
The flight remained at 9,000 feet in the orbit area until about 1130
hours PST, when both pilots advanced the power to Military and began
a snallow dive toward Indian Springs. At 1140, the flight was
proceeding northwest toward Indian Springs, approximately one nile
south of U,S. Highway 95, at about one thousand feet above the
ground. Aircraft power had been at full Military for approximately
30 seconds. Captain Powers wee about one mile behind and elightly
to the right of the leader. when about four miles southeast of
Indian Springs, Just prior to turning north for the fly-by, Captain
Ekeren called Captain Powers and stated that his oil pressure
warning light was jlluminated. Indicated eirspeed at this time was
.96 MACH. Captain Ekeren started an jmmediate pull-up and continued
on a northwesterly heading, directly across Indian Springs Air Force
Bage. At this time, vhite smoke or vapar was seen coming fram the
tailpipe of the mirplane by the wingman and witnesses in the control
tower at Indian Springs. As he crossed the field, Captain Ekeren
transmitted to the effect that be wouwld attempt to lend at Indian
Springs, and made geveral small turns in an apparent attempt to
gselect a runvay and decide in which direction to set up & landing
pattern. At this time, Captain Powers was directly behind Captein
Ekeren, end saw two explosions inside the tallpipe, which he described
as bright yellow flashes, followed by & trail of black smoke. He
called to advise ejection, but saw Captain Ekeren eject before he
could camplete the transmission. Altitude at ejection was between
six and seven thousand feet indieated, and ‘airspeed approximately
five hundred knots indicated. Immediately following the ejection,
a large explosion occurred whica blew the nose cone and the forward
electronics bay access doors off the airplane. The fuselage broke
in balf at the turbine section. The forward section hit the ground
upside down about four and one -half miles west nogthwest of the
Indian Springs control tower, and was destrayed by fire. The tail
section, impacted about one-balf mile nearer %o the\'“;toggp. Captain 3
1 3




*

L]
. Powers circled over the area after.the ej@ction and maintained
observation of Captain Ekeren's descent, passing close by him on
at least two occasions..

copter crew and flight surgeon standing by at Guonery Range Number 1
were notified immediately upon development of the emergeacy and
attempted to become airborne. Huwever, the engine falled on take-off.
Another helicopter was enroute to Nellis Air Force Base, but did not
have sufficient fuel to return. The Indien Springs crash crew,
accompanied by & doctor from the Indian Springs AX¥B dispensory,
departed for the crash immediately after the alert helicopter aborted.
However, the terrain restricts vehicular speed so severely that this
crew did not reach the pilot until thirty minutes after the crash.

A belicopter from Nellils Air Force Base arrived and evacuated the
pilot about thirty minutes later.
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