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USAF ACCIDENT/INCIDENT REPORT

(Fifl in all spaces appilicable. If sadditional space is needed, use additional sheet{s).)

1. OAYE OF ODCLURRENCE (Day, 2. YIRICLETSIIMASERIEL 1hvOLVED (Madel 3. FOR GROUND AECIDENTS ONLY
manth and year) designation and serisl na. 31 applicable} {Base Code and Report Serial No )
16 Sep Th F-100A 59-018 - “?__ 3]
A4 - 4 . ;
Monday F-i08A 59-030 . Fu H
4. PLACE OF OCCURRENCE: STATL, COUNTY, DISTANIE AnD OIRSCTION FROM NEAREST 5. ROUR AND TIME 6.
TOAN. IF IN BASE, 1GENTIFY, IF OFF BASE 5.5€ DISTARCE CHOM KREAREST 3as{ 7ONE LUCAL CQosr 7] wigny
North Dakota, Williams County, 5.5 statue miles so. 4
o Alamo, ND; 8L M vest, Minot AFB, D 1603 CDT i Joasw {7} ousx
7., OCAGANIIATICN POSSESSING/OWNNING VEMIC.E QR MATERELL AT TIME OF WISHAP
MAJOR COMMAND SUBCOUVMANG QR AF AR DivISIGY NG, GROLP SGUADRONM DR LAt T [NAME AND BASE CQDE
' Minot AFB
Al
Ae 2hn - : swise | ave 71, f
8. fLiw? argqanizations of second vehicle. if they differ fsom ltem T above}

9, DSFGAKIZATLION AND Bast SUBMITTING RePaRT (Do not sbbrevisate}
5th Fighter Interceptor Squedron {ADC)
Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota 58701

19. LIST OF PERSONNEL DIRECTLY INVOLVED
(See AFM [22-2 #nd AFR §27-4 [for specilic indtcuctiona)
) A5SI1GNED ALRO EGAAEr | cavs Lost
LAST NAME, FIRST NAME, MIODLT INi1T1aL GRADE [ 5S4y SuTY QATING {U'.‘:":‘jig ON TT QuLY
WADDIE, JAMES E, MAT Pilot _@Hlot I
RANDALL, IAWRENCE G, - CAPT InstPilot [Pilot F

‘(lnru spplicable lerter(s) in DEGREE INJURY coluven. None-N; Tewporary Tatal-TT; Peswanent Partial-PP;
Pecmapent Fatal PT; Fatal-F; Mizwige-M}

T3, WARRATIVE PESCRIPTION UF ACCIDINT: Cive » detailed history of Tlight. or chronological otder of lacts and clrcusatancex
deading ta the mishap, the resulisr of investigjation and analysia to include discussion of all cause facrors listed.
. firdings, and recomwendilions, ard any corrective action {aken.

SYNOPSIS: On 16 September 197k, two F-106A's, F~106A 59-018 and F-~106A 59-030,
were involved in a mid-air collision. Both aircraft were destroyed, Cne pilot
was fatelly injured and the other successfully ejected,
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F-1054 SN §9-030
F-106A 35 59-018
MAJOR ACTIDENT

5 FIS, Minot AFE, KD
16 sep 1974, 1603 CDT

Continuation Sheet for Alr Force Foim T1l, USAF ACCIDENT/INCIDENT REPORT,
Item 11, Harrative Description of Accident

HISIORY OF FLIGHT: On 16 September 1974, Captain Lewrence G. Randell
wos scheduled 85 instructor pilot o fly with Msjor James E, Waddle
in two F-106A's on Major Weddle's first Aerial Combat Tactics (ACT)
checkout mission,

The briefinmg began at 1330 hours and included Captain
Christopher DeArmwond, the designated flight leader and briefing
officer for the four-ship flight, with Lieutenant Robert C. Benner,
his student and number two men in the flight. Captein Rendall's
position was designated as number three and Msjor Yaddle a5 number
four for the four-ship formation departure, petrol, snd recovery
portions of the flight. B

The mission was briefed in accordance with the applicable
ADCM 51-106 briefing guides. Captain DeArmond used the SFIS ACT
mission briefing worksheet (TA3 0) to insure coverage of sll areas.

A formal weather briefing for the day's flying activity was
given by Base Weather asv 0730 that morning and since the weather was
good, Capteain DeArmond used the present and forecast weather on the
telewriter to brief the aircrews on conditions for the time period
of their flight. Weather was not a factor in this sccident.

The SFIS daily flight log (TAB K) shows the flight to be
properly cleared Tor the ACT mission. Also, the 24th Region
Control Center (Huntress Weapons Director) was briefed by Captain
DeArmond concerning control needed for the mission. The Red Baron
airspace was the area used with an altitude reservation from
fifteen thousand to fifty-one thousand feet.

The flight was briefed for individual teke-offs with ten
second spacing, & join-up in four-ship formation, and then patrol
formation to the area. After the briefing was completed for the
four-ship, the instrvctor pilots then briefed with their respective
students on the finer points of performing the maneuvers called
for in the syllabus. Lieutensnt Benner was on ACT mission number
two; Major Wsddle on number omne.

Captain Randell was originally scheduled to fly F-106A
59-010 but this was later changed to F-106A 59-018 with the call
sign of Yankee Kilo 09. Major Waddle's assigned aircraft was
F-106A 59-030 with the call sign of Yankee Kilo 12, A1l aircraft
were clean (without tanks) and the only sircraft loaded with &
weapon system evaluator missile wes F-100A 59-030.
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Preflight snd taxi went according to schedule with the
excoption of number four (Msjor Waddle) who wes lste texiirz, but
arrived fur the 2nd of rTunwey inspection eerly ernough for the
flizht to mzke its briefed teke-of{ time within one minute. Th=
Join-up was accomplished and the flight moved irto patrol forma-
ticn. They climoed to the assigned block altitude of flight level
twa-zero-zero to two-five-zero and proceeded to the Red Baron airspace.

Intercept Director, Huntress 56 (Second Lieutenant Jusn
Alberto Hernandez) was monitoring the two flights. He was briefed
to edvise them of any conflicting traffic end to insure they
remained within the assigned airspsce.

The confidence maneuvers that had been flown

te that point were low speed vs high plitch angles, Mach 1.2
transonic tuck/airfreme buffet, splitS, and nose-high/nose-low

rudder reversals.

Each insiructor pilot had previously agrced to monitor the
cther's frequency on the data link receiver so they would be aware
of fuel ststes snd know when the other was ready to Jjoin-up for
return to basc. Captain DeArmond beard over his data link receiver
that number three and four (Yankee Kilo 09 and 12) each had 3800
pounds of fuel remaining, so he knew it was about time to begin
flight join-up for the return home. He had Lieutenant Benner move
into fighting wing position and called his flight over to the
original UHF frequency, the one that Yankee Kilo 09 and 12 were on
and started maneuvering northward. He checked in with Huntress and
talked to Captain Randsll on the radjo confirming fuel states and
their plan for join-up. They agreed to meet at the eastern edge of
the sirspace, using Lake Sakakawea &8s a visual ground reference.
Captain DeArmond’s flight would remain south until visusl contact
was made, Ceaptain Rendall's flight was also plsnning to sccomplish
their fighting wing as they proceeded southward for join-up. Upon
arrival at the south side of the lake, Yankee Kilo 02 begen looking
for their other flight. Captain DeArmond was thinking about asking
the other flight lead for a burner light to mark their position and
55 he looked northwerd he saw what appeared to be three streams of
smoke running roughly north snd south about their same altitude
which vas close to tventy-two thousand feet (TAB Y-21). When he
realized the smoke was not a burner puff, he called Captain Randell
to ask for their position. There was no response so he tried
several more times (1nclud1ng guard frequency) asking Buntress to
try and raise them also. He then asked Huntress 1if they had
‘contact and was given & bearing of 340 degrees at eighteen miles
range, Lieutenant Hernandez sdvised them that Yankee Kilo 09
flight appeared to be in a very tight circle., As Yankee Kilo 02
{light headed north, lesd picked up a target return thirty to
forty degrees left at about fifteen miles range slightly low.
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Lieutenant Benn-+'s radar hsd begcome incperative during the flight
S0 he Was slricily visuel, L:@ad coutd not get & tock-on to his
contgct so he couldn't zet an accurate rznge rete. He begen s
left turn as they r2ached four miles range and then went visual to
look for them, but ssw pnothing.

A visual check of the sres was made by both members as they
circled left tn the south and east without sighting snything in
the air or on the grounxl. Captein DeArmmond reported the clouds
to be big, puffy ones with sbout threa-sighth's coverage. They were
six to sevsn thousznd feet above the clouds which obscured a good
view of the ground. At that point, Yankee Kilo 02 flight was below
their briefed fuel for return to base, so they advised Huntress
and took up & heading for home, Neither they or Lieutenant
Hernandez hacd heard any radio transmission that gave the slightest
hint of trouble, nor wes an emergency squawk observed by Lieutenant
Herrandez or anyone elsc watching the scope at the 2kth Region
Control Center (TAE V-7, V-8). Approximate time of the collision
was 1603 CDT-as recorded on both aircreft clocks. Captain Randall's
watch read 1601 CDI (TAB 2-33)-
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